
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

Shanley Families, 

Although I had attended the March for Life several times while attending 
seminary just outside Washington DC, this was my first time attending 
with a high school group. I now get why so many students find it to be 
such a memorable time. It was an incredible pilgrimage. It really was. I 
was expecting to come back drained and onery. But it was quite the 
opposite. I was so proud of our students. They were joyful, patient, 
charitable, and genuinely delighted with all the events that go into this 
pilgrimage. For most of them, it was their first March for Life. I anticipate 
many, many will return. Check out the pictures on Shanley’s Facebook 
page to get a glimpse of the fun. 

On to Catholic Schools Week. 

Monday: The students will gather in the auditorium to hear a presentation 
from the Tanner Kalina, a prominent speaker on the youth ministry 
circuit. He’ll be addressing the high schools on the their identity in Jesus 
Christ, and the lies from the culture that erode that identity. 

The student council has selected the dress-up theme from the book The 
Outsiders, which they all read at Sacred Heart. They are permitted to dress 
up as “Greasers” or “Socs.” As you would expect, their principal is 
encouraging them to choose the preppy Socs. How awesome that would 
be to see all the boys in classy suits on Monday for our guest speaker! I’m 
not, however, holding by breath… 

Tuesday is the local competition for Know Your Faith. Fr. Slattery has 
some comments below, so I won’t steal his thunder. 

Wednesday is the follow up to that event, the State Know Your Faith 
Competition. The winning grade from Tuesday will all attend the State 
event the following day. This year’s competition is in Dickinson. I’ve 
prepared the students all week to clear their afternoon schedules this 
coming Wednesday. It could be their grade level that wins the local event 
and gets to miss school the next day. They’ll board the bus early at 6:00 
am and return about 6:00 pm. There’s a lot of smack talking happening in 
the halls right now, each grade bloviating they’ll be the ones boarding the 
bus on Wednesday morning. We shall see. I hope to have a photo of the 
winning trophy to include in next week’s newsletter! 
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From the Counselor 

 For the other three grades that are at school, the Student Council selected “Hunters and Animals” for the 
dress up theme. Think camouflage and blaze orange. And then if your child has a silly cow costume, that’s 
fair game as well. I encouraged the Student Council to think outside-the-box for these dress up days. It 
looks like they succeeded. 

Thursday includes the All Schools Mass with Bishop Folda. That Mass is always memorable. More from 
Fr. Slattery below. 

Friday will include the Day of Wonder, which I detailed last week. For the afternoon, we’ll all board buses 
to the Scheel’s Arena to help pack lunches for Feed My Starving Children. We’ve done this as a school 
before, and the students really enjoy the community of the event. 

Because we’re working with food, be sure to check out the allergy information provided by FMSC if you 
have concerns for your child. Contact Nurse Dawn Storandt if you have any questions. 

And…and…don’t forget…the Generations Dance. Your child may not realize it, but you’ve still got the 
moves! It’s time to go public with them. Your family room does not provide the opportunity to show the 
world your greatness. At 7:00 pm next Saturday all your fans will be at the Sts. Anne & Joachim Social Hall 
awaiting your entrance. Sure, your child will have locked themselves in the car in the parking lot, refusing 
to be seen with you. Don’t worry. Their principal will get them in the building. The dance floor will all be 
yours. Harness your inner John Travolta, or Fred Astaire, or Elvis, or Shakira and show the JPII 
community that you know how to dance! 

Seriously, it will be fun. You’ll make it so. See you next Saturday night. 

In Christ, 
Fr. Kyle Metzger 

 

 

Generations Dance  

Shanley students, parents and alumni- The annual Generations Dance will be held on Saturday, February 
4th from 7-10pm at the Sts. Anne & Joachim Social Hall. This is a night of great music and dancing for current 
students along with their parents (or bring graduated siblings and grandparents too). Expect to see 
competitive limbo, twist, and polka dances, with no experience necessary! Make some priceless family 
memories at the annual Generations Dance. Admission is $15 a couple, and $8 for single admittance, or $25 
for a larger family group. Root beer floats will be available for $1. 

2023-24 Course Registration   

This week all students grades 8-11 received their course registration materials for next school year. Students 
were encouraged to discuss their course options with parents and teachers. The Program of Studies booklet 
can be found online at www.jp2schools.org/shanley-high-school/counselor/ (at the bottom of the page under 
Additional Resources). Course registration forms needs to be signed by a parent and are due the week of 
February 13th (Feb. 10 for current juniors).  Schedules for the 2023-24 school year will not be finalized until 
summer and students will have access to their class schedule in August.  

Seniors: an updated scholarship list (#4) has been posted online and emailed directly to you earlier this week. 
Please note that the ND Academic Scholarship application is now open. If your student qualifies for this 
scholarship please see the updated link in the scholarship list. 

ND State College of Science (NDSCS) is visiting Shanley on Feb. 23 during period 3. Interested students should 
sign up on Mrs. Anderson’s door.  

https://www.fmsc.org/get-involved/volunteer-info/allergy-information
http://www.jp2schools.org/shanley-high-school/counselor/
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EDUCATION IN VIRTUES  
Grades 6 – 12   

      January 30 Virtue of the week: PRAYERFULNESS 
 

Know It: Being still, listening, and being willing to talk to God as a friend. 

Live It: Maintain a spirit of stillness with your body, mind, and heart while praying; 
make visits to the chapel; create a place of prayer in your home. 
Foster a spirit of interiority in your body, mind, and heart; participate in the 
sacraments regularly; make a place of prayer in your home. 
 

Pray It: Dear Jesus, I desire to have You as my best friend. Give me a desire to spend time 
with You each day, as I do with my friends.  Help me always to put You first in my 
life, even when I am busy. Amen 

Saint of the Week: St. Hildegard of Bingen, example of Prayerfulness; pray for us. 
  

 



 Chaplain’s Corner: Catholic Schools Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The annual observance of Catholic Schools Week begins this Sunday, we have a full and exciting week planned for our 
students and staff at Sacred Heart and Shanley! At the heart of Catholic Schools week is the recognition of our need to 
celebrate what makes our Catholic Schools unique. Jesus, in revealing the Father’s love, did not hand on a philosophy, 
book, or code, He fostered and nourished a church, a community of believers, and tasked them with the mission to spread 
the “Good News”. After his resurrection, he breathed his Holy Spirit upon this community, saturating it with power and 
grace. Before his ascension, the Lord promised his followers that he would remain with them, saying “where two or more 
are gathered, in my name, there I am in the midst of them” (Mt 18:20). It is our faith in the Lord Jesus and our desire to 
live intentionally as his disciples that makes our schools powerful places where our students, staff and families can 
encounter God who is ever-present. He is present, with his power and grace, through the simple way that we who believe 
gather together and intentionally keep his commandments. He is present, in our united efforts of prayer, supplication, 
intercession, and worship. Jesus is present in the concrete acts of service and works of mercy we perform to the least of 
his brothers. He is present, nourishing and guiding us as we seek to know, to learn, and understand. He is present, 
speaking to us, through Sacred Scripture and the sacred traditions of our faith. He is present in the Eucharist, his perpetual 
pledge to abide with his people. During Catholic Schools Week we celebrate the Lord Jesus, who being present with us, 
makes our school community a place where the human person can encounter the Divine.   

  
A Word of Gratitude – March for Life 

On Friday, January 20th, 75 Shanley students and 24 Sacred Heart Students participated in the 2023 March for Life to the 
U.S. Capitol Building and also at our state capital in Bismarck. I am especially grateful for the ability to return to D.C. 
after a couple disappointing years of cancellations. Yet God is good, and through the ups and downs he has allowed us to 
recognize some important victories and called the defenders of human dignity to focus their efforts on new and emerging 
legislative battles in our respective states of North Dakota and Minnesota. The need for advocating for the rights of the 
unborn and the inviolability of human dignity remains an issue of extreme importance. This need propels us also to 
recognize the call to charity, service, and love to those who are immediately affected by the practice of legalized abortion 
and commit ourselves, our hearts, our resources to helping them. In the end we have the capacity, with God’s grace, to do 
what at times seems hard and impossible, to love the mother, the child, and the father. We are commanded to love, and 
with God, all things are possible. I am very grateful for those in our community who have supported our annual March for 
Life, through their prayers and donations they are an integral part of this important mission. I am also grateful to the 
students, parents, and teachers who participated in the Marches in Washington D.C. and Bismarck. Their example is an 
expression of the charity and peaceful action that will bring the desired healing to our wounded nation. Thanks for a great 
experience of this year’s March for Life. We look forward to preparing for next year!  

Weekday Mass Intentions: 1/30 – 2/3  
Monday:  No Mass  
Tuesday:  No Mass  
Wednesday: No Mass  
Thursday: Students/Staff of Catholic Schools [CSW Mass 9:30am McCormick Gymnasium]  
Friday: +Christopher Brewer   
  
Confession & Adoration Schedule: 1/30 – 2/3  
Monday:  No Adoration or Confessions   
Tuesday:  7:00am – 8:00am (Confessions 7:30-7:55)  
Wednesday: No Adoration & Confessions  
Thursday: 7:00am – 8:00am (Confessions 7:30-7:55)  
Friday:  7:00am – 8:00am (Confessions 7:30-7:55) [No All-Day Adoration]  
 



 Announcements:  
  
Service Opportunity – Trinity Family Fun Fair – Jan. 29th   
Trinity Elementary PTO is looking for student & parent volunteers for their upcoming Trinity Family Fun Fair 
on Sunday, January 29th. This may be a fun way to support one of our local schools and an opportunity for 
students to get a head start on their semester service hour requirements.   
Students or families interested should sign-up by clicking on the following link https://signup.com/go/HbfivSt 
or contact Trinity Elementary.   
  
High School Retreat Opportunity  
Youth and Young Adults... Want to spend time on a retreat that is put on by your peers? Do you want to grow 
closer to God?  Do you need a “retreat” from the world around you?  Experience God in a personal and REAL 
way.  SEARCH for Christian Maturity has a retreat coming up February 24-26th at Maryvale Retreat Center in 
Valley City, ND.  Youth and young adults, 16 and older are invited to attend.  Details and application 
at https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm or call Dori at 952-210-2219.  Applications are due no later than 
Monday, February 6th. Students can receive both scholarships to attend and participation in this retreat counts 
for the Shanley Service Hours requirement. Please contact Fr. Slattery for more details.   

  
Real Presence Radio Banquet – Feb. 6 – Delta Marriot Hotel  
Join Real Presence Radio on Monday, February 6th for the annual fundraising banquet at the Delta Hotel by 
Marriott in Fargo. Our keynote speaker this year is author, speaker and theologian, Dr. Ralph Martin.  
   
Join us as a guest, or consider hosting a table of ten, or even sponsoring the event at the $500, $1,500, $3,000, 
$5,000 or $10,000 levels. For more information on sponsorship or registration, contact Blake 
at Blake@realpresenceradio.com or visit our website at RealPresenceRadio.com/banquet.  
  
 

https://signup.com/go/HbfivSt
https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm
mailto:Blake@realpresenceradio.com
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