
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

Shanley Families, 

In February of 2021, Fr. Slattery texted me a photo without any context. It 
was a photo of three of his students clutching the Know Your Faith trophy. 
Their slick smiles said it all. Not yet principal, but I knew the three boys 
and understood exactly what had happened. I leapt from my chair in my 
office, “No way! They won? Sophomores?!” I hurried down the hall and 
announced it to the bishop. 

 
The Know Your Faith State competition that year was held at Sacred Heart 
High School in East Grand Forks, but no guests or student spectators were 
permitted. In 2021, the community was in the midst of pandemic 
restrictions. I was unable to attend and cheer the team on, as unlikely to 
win as they were. 
 
Shanley’s winning local team that year were sophomores. Generally the 
upperclassmen win the local competition and advance to state having 
acquired more knowledge of the faith in their additional years of 
education. That year’s sophomores – Jacob Mayo, Keagan Walker, and Gio 
Nasello – were underdogs. So it was with shock and awe that I received Fr. 
Slattery’s photo. They did it. The Shanley sophomores took out the 
upperclassmen of the four other Catholic high schools in the region! 
 
That alone would make a great story. 
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But fast forward two years to today, 2023. Gio has shed his braces. Keagan has replaced his glasses with 
contacts. And Jacob has charisma and swagger. The awkward sophomore boys have become confident 
senior men. And they were hungry to reclaim their trophy lost last year to St. Mary’s High School. 
 
In a word, they were unstoppable in Dickinson on Wednesday. From the first question to the last, their 
foot was on the gas pedal and they didn’t let up. They missed one question, a question on the Eastern 
Catholic Church, a question that 
all five teams got wrong. 
 
The final question was equally 

difficult, but their strategic 

wagering, combined with the 

sizable lead they had acquired, 

ensured their victory. When 

their winning score was 

announced, their fellow seniors 

roared and rushed the stage. 

After the confetti cannons fired, 
the three lead the crowd 

in the singing of the school song. 
It was electric. I will never 
forget it. Unquestionably my 
happiest day as principal. 
 
All this was to celebrate what? Knowledge of Jesus Christ and his Church. 
 
We celebrate state championships with great fervor. We did just this past November. But St. Paul 
cautions us to place too much emphasis on “a crown that withers,” an allusion to the laurel wreaths that 
crowned Olympians. Rather, we honor with “imperishable crowns” those who know about Jesus Christ. 
 
But it’s one thing to know about Jesus Christ. It’s quite another to know Jesus Christ.  
 
The three young men hoisting this year’s trophy do indeed know Jesus Christ. They are pillars of the 
school in the ways of faith. They are saints in the making. They know Jesus as much from the Catechism 
as they do from conversing with him on their knees. And so it is with particular joy that we celebrate 
their win as affirmation not merely of their knowledge of Jesus Christ, but more so for their love of him. 
And when one (or three!) member of the community succeeds, the whole community is made better. 
When one member is made holy, we all become holy. 
 
Congratulations Jacob, Gio, and Keagan. And congratulations Shanley High School. 
 
There’s one more opportunity to celebrate our Catholic Schools in this great week. (And what a week it’s 
been!) The Generations Dance will be held from 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm at the Sts. Anne & Joachim Social 
Hall. The space is a bit more noble than the gymnasium. I’m hoping that will encourage some more 
families to come. This is an event for students to bring their parents. And grandparents. All are welcome. 
The more the merrier. Yes, your kids will groan and complain. They will lament that it’s the height of 
insanity to attend a dance with one’s parents. Well, they never knew what was good for themselves 
anyway! Come, despite their protest.  
 
They’ll thank you. In 10 years. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ShanleyHigh/posts/pfbid028EMLPkGXHmtKpBmEaTcCSy3MEAGZUXDMDfhkTBtFurUSQ7wgbZygWzgAiwYVHuGQl


From the Counselor 

 

 

In Christ, 
Fr. Kyle Metzger 
Principal of State Champions 
 
P.S. Yes, the trophy will be on display at the Generations Dance. I might even let you take a photo with it. 
 
 
 
History of KYF Champions 
 
2023-Shanley 
2022-St. Mary 
2021-Shanley 
2020-Trinity 
2019-St. Mary 

2018-Sacred Heart 
2017-Trinity 
2016-St. Mary 
2015-Shanley 
2014-Shanley 

2013-Shanley 
2012-St. Mary 
2011-St. Mary 
2010-St. Mary 

     

 

 

Generations Dance  

Shanley students, parents and alumni- The annual Generations Dance will be held on Saturday, February 

4th from 7-10pm at the Sts. Anne & Joachim Social Hall. This is a night of great music and dancing for 

current students along with their parents (or bring graduated siblings and grandparents too). Expect to 

see competitive limbo, twist, and polka dances, with no experience necessary! Make some priceless 

family memories at the annual Generations Dance. Admission is $15 a couple, and $8 for single 
admittance, or $25 for a larger family group. Root beer floats will be available for $1. 

2023-24 Course Registration   

This week all students grades 8-11 received their course registration materials for next school year. Students 

were encouraged to discuss their course options with parents and teachers. The Program of Studies booklet 

can be found online at www.jp2schools.org/shanley-high-school/counselor/ (at the bottom of the page under 

Additional Resources). Course registration forms needs to be signed by a parent and are due the week of 

February 13th (Feb. 10 for current juniors).  Schedules for the 2023-24 school year will not be finalized until 

summer and students will have access to their class schedule in August.  

Seniors: an updated scholarship list (#4) has been posted online and emailed directly to you earlier this week. 

Please note that the ND Academic Scholarship application is now open. If your student qualifies for this 

scholarship please see the updated link in the scholarship list. 

ND State College of Science (NDSCS) is visiting Shanley on Feb. 23 during period 3. Interested students should 

sign up on Mrs. Anderson’s door.  

       

 

http://www.jp2schools.org/shanley-high-school/counselor/


RAISERIGHT NEWS 
 

• Are you saving on your tuition for the 23-24 school year with RaiseRight? If not, go to RaiseRight.com 
and click Join a Program and enter the following enrollment code: 188C3CA346755. Enter name, 
address, phone number and link a bank account 

• RaiseRight card orders (formerly SCRIP) may be dropped off in the school office. They will be filled and 
sent home with your student. 

• RaiseRight cards (formerly SCRIP) may be purchased at Hurley’s Religious Goods, Monday through 
Friday, 9 to 5, and Saturdays 9 to 1.  

• Questions may be directed to janelle.pederson@jp2schools.org or 701-893-3234 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION IN VIRTUES  

Grades 6 – 12  

      February 6 Virtue of the week: Respect 
 

Know It: Speaking and acting according to one’s own and others’ rights, status, 

and circumstances. 

Live It: Be respectful in words and actions toward people, places, and things. 

Avoid sarcasm and belittling others and situations. 
 

Pray It: Dear Jesus, Help me to show reverence to people who are in authority 

over me as I would to You. And help me to give all persons the honor 

they deserve as Your unique creation. Amen 

Saint of the Week: St. Catherine of Alexandria, model of Respect; pray for us. 

 

 

mailto:janelle.pederson@jp2schools.org


   



 

  

  

  

Chaplain’s Corner: Catholic Schools Week 2Nd Edition  

It is Friday of Catholic School’s Week and we had a packed but fun week at Shanley & Sacred Heart. In 

writing on the true nature of the Church, the core of what the Church is, Pope Benedict XVI writes that “the 

Church’s deepest nature is expressed in her three-fold responsibility: of proclaiming the word of God (kerigma-

martyria), celebrating the sacraments (liturgia), and exercising the ministry of charity (diakonia)” (Deus Caritas 

Est, 25). In summary the Church exists to proclaim the Gospel, worship God, and serve the poor. As Catholic 

Schools are an important part of the mission of the Church it is very appropriate to celebrate a week in which 

we remember who we are and intentionally live as members of the Church. In our schools this week we have 

lived this deep nature of the Church. Our week has been centered on learning about the Gospel and 

encountering the truth, the Word of God. We have spent time this week individually and communally to 

worship God. On Friday our students at Sacred Heart and Shanley spent part of the day building meal kits that 

will be sent to feed the poor. It was a great week to live the fullness of life to which God calls us. It is 

exhausting at times, a little messy at times, but the most essential parts of life are wrapped in this mystery in 

which God enters our chaos and is made present to us. This week the encounter with God was palpable. Happy 

Catholic School’s Week!   

  

Reminder – Sacrament of Reconciliation – 2/7 (SHS) & 2/14 (SHMS)  

We will hold our spring all-school confessions on Tuesday, February 7th (for Shanley Students) and Tuesday, 

February 14th (for Sacred Heart Students). This is the kick-off of the annual celebration of the Lenten Season, a 

good reminder of the call to repentance and conversion that is the first stage of the Christian Life. Over the next 

two weeks our students will focus on their need for mercy and the invitation to the change of life necessary for a 

true relationship with God. Our students will also have an opportunity to participate in the sacrament of 

Reconciliation (confession) as a step to spiritually prepare for the annual celebration of Easter. It is through the 

grace of Jesus, the Redeemer, that we find forgiveness of sins and the invitation to new life. The celebration of 

the sacrament of Reconciliation is the ordinary way that we, as Catholics, encounter the redeeming action of 

God. Our primary goal in holding these seasonal all-school confessions is to awaken in our students the call of 

the Gospel to “repent and believe”. Students are not required to make a confession. All students are asked to 

visit with a priest either to make their confession or receive a blessing. Most of our students will take this 

opportunity to celebrate the sacrament, but for varied reasons some may choose not to do so. We do our best to 

prepare them in the days before, but it would be helpful for parents to give a hand in preparing their student for 

the celebration of the sacrament. There are many great resources & guides at your parishes, online, to help with 

this preparation. Here is a link to a useful one from the Newman Center at the University of Minnesota, Duluth: 

https://bulldogcatholic.orgdetailed-catholic-examination-of-conscience/. Thanks for your assistance.   

  

  

https://bulldogcatholic.orgdetailed-catholic-examination-of-conscience/


 

Weekday Mass Intentions: 2/6-2/10 

Monday:  No Mass  

Tuesday:  No Mass  

Wednesday: + Mary Noah (8:40 SHMS, 10:06 SHS) * GROW Auditorium  

Thursday: Augustine Blaise Ranieri  

Friday: + Mary Noah  

  

Confession & Adoration Schedule: 2/6 – 2/10  

Monday:  No Adoration or Confessions   

Tuesday:  7:00am – 8:00am (Confessions 7:30-7:55)  

Wednesday: No Adoration & Confessions  

Thursday: 7:00am – 8:00am (Confessions 7:30-7:55)  

Friday:  Adoration 7:00am – 3:20pm (Confessions 7:30-7:55)   
 

Announcements:  
  

Service Opportunities – St. Joes Parish, Moorhead   

  

Catholic Daughters Soup and Pie Dinner: (Parish Service) Thursday, February 16, Youth are needed to serve 

this dinner fundraiser for our parish. 8 youth are needed from 5-7:30 p.m. Located at St. Joe's.   

St. Joe's Faith Formation Pancake Breakfast: (Parish Service) -Sunday, February 12 from 9-12:00 p.m. 2 

shifts available, 8:00-10, and 10-12:30. Parents are needed in the kitchen.  

KC Fish Frys (Community Service)-Fridays February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31 from 5-7 p.m. at St. 

Francis. 8 youth and adults are needed to wait tables for this delicious meal. All youth will receive a free meal 

for their service.   

Lenten Soup Supper (Parish Service) -Wednesdays March 15 and 22nd from 5:45-6:45 p.m. at St. Joe's. You 

will be helping serve the soup and quick clean up.   

  
Sign up online HERE: St. Joe's Youth Ministry and Faith Formation: Winter Service Experiences 2022-23 

(signupgenius.com)  

  

  

     

High School Retreat Opportunity  

Youth and Young Adults... Want to spend time on a retreat that is put on by your peers? Do you want to grow 

closer to God?  Do you need a “retreat” from the world around you?  Experience God in a personal and REAL 

way.  SEARCH for Christian Maturity has a retreat coming up February 24-26th at Maryvale Retreat Center in 

Valley City, ND.  Youth and young adults, 16 and older are invited to attend.  Details and application 

at https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm or call Dori at 952-210-2219.  Applications are due no later than 

Monday, February 6th. Students can receive both scholarships to attend and participation in this retreat counts 

for the Shanley Service Hours requirement. Please contact Fr. Slattery for more details.   

  

Real Presence Radio Banquet – Feb. 6 – Delta Marriot Hotel  
Join Real Presence Radio on Monday, February 6th for the annual fundraising banquet at the Delta Hotel by 

Marriott in Fargo. Our keynote speaker this year is author, speaker and theologian, Dr. Ralph Martin.  

   

Join us as a guest, or consider hosting a table of ten, or even sponsoring the event at the $500, $1,500, $3,000, 

$5,000 or $10,000 levels. For more information on sponsorship or registration, contact Blake 

at Blake@realpresenceradio.com or visit our website at RealPresenceRadio.com/banquet.  

  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084fa8a722a1f58-fall#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084fa8a722a1f58-fall#/
https://www.fargodiocese.org/search4cm
mailto:Blake@realpresenceradio.com


 


