JPII CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
VISION FOR TECHNOLOGY USE
A PARTNERSHIP WITH FAMILIES

At JPII Catholic Schools, we believe technology is a powerful educational tool when used with purpose
and balance. Our goal is to prepare students to become thoughtful, responsible, and faith-filled digital
citizens while ensuring that technology never replaces the relationships, creativity, and human
interaction that are essential to learning.

As a Catholic school system, we recognize that every student is created in the image and likeness of God.
Technology should always serve human dignity, encourage authentic relationships, and support the
development of the whole child—academically, spiritually, socially, and emotionally.

We value our partnership with parents/guardians as we work together to help students develop healthy
digital habits that will serve them throughout their lives.

I. Our Technology Philosophy - Technology is used to enhance learning—not replace great teaching.
A. Students use technology to:

Create and design original work

Research and evaluate information

Collaborate with classmates and teachers
Communicate appropriately in academic settings
Demonstrate learning in meaningful ways

B. Technology is not used for entertainment, free time, gaming, or as a classroom reward.

C. We intentionally preserve time each day for experiences that cannot be replaced by a screen,

including:

Face-to-face discussion
Hands-on learning

Reading printed texts

Writing by hand

Building and creating

Prayer and reflection
Movement and outdoor activity

II. Technology by Grade Level
A. Pre-Kindergarten—-Grade 2 - Young learners benefit most from active, hands-on experiences.

Devices are not housed in Pre-K - Grade 2 classrooms

Student receive technology instruction through our SMART Lab program

Devices may occasionally be checked out by teachers to extend specific learning objectives
Technology use is always teacher-directed, purposeful, and limited

B. Grades 3-5 - Elementary students begin developing foundational digital skills while maintaining a
balanced learning environment. Students will:

Receive a school email account

Use shared devices that will remain at school and stored in a cart

Students will receive technology instruction through our SMART Lab program

Devices will be checked out by teachers to extend specific learning objectives including:
o Learn basic research skills
o Practice evaluating reliable information
o Create digital projects such as presentations, stories, and artwork



o Learn responsible online behavior and digital citizenship
C. Grades 6-8: Middle school students will use shared devices that remain at school. These devices

will stored in a carts and will be shared among the middle school classes.

e Devices will be checked out by teachers to extend specific learning objectives including:
o Conductresearch
Access learning resources
Communicate with teachers through school email
Create presentations, videos, and digital projects
Collaborate on shared documents
Participate in differentiated learning activities
o Develop digital citizenship and media literacy skills
e Students will receive technology instruction through our SMART Lab program
e Schoology will be available for students and parents to view assignments
D. Grades 9-12 - High school students use technology to prepare for college, careers, and lifelong
learning. Each student will receive a school-issued device for work at school and home, including:
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Research and writing

Accessing Schoology and course materials
Communicating with teachers

Submitting assignments

Collaboration and project-based learning

III. Expectations for Students
A. Learning to use technology responsibly is just as important as learning academic content. Students
are expected to:
e Use technology only when directed by a teacher
Handle devices carefully and responsibly
Stay focused on assigned learning activities
Use only approved websites, apps, and education resources
Respect school technology and the work of others
Communicate respectfully in all digital spaces
e Report concerns or inappropriate content to a teacher immediately
B. Parents/Guardians play an essential role in helping children develop healthy technology habits.
When schools and families work together, students develop lifelong habits that allow technology
to remain a tool for learning rather than a distraction. Families will receive resources throughout
the year to encourage conversations regarding technology.

Our Commitment

At JPII Catholic Schools, technology will always support—not replace—the relationships at the heart of
Catholic education and virtue cultivation.

Our classrooms prioritize curiosity, collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, and faith formation.
Technology is thoughtfully integrated to strengthen these experiences while preserving the personal

connections that help every student grow into the person God created them to be.

Together, as educators and families, we can help our students become capable learners, responsible
digital citizens, and faithful disciples prepared to use technology wisely in service to others.

The JPII Catholic Schools Technology Guidelines will be reviewed annually to adapt to best practices.



