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July 15, 2026
St. Bonaventure
“To God alone be honor and glory.” —Motto of St. Bonaventure

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the 2026-2027 school year! Our opening day for Little Deacons and students grades 1-12
is Monday, August 24 while the first full day for pre-K and Kindergarten students is on Thursday,
August 27. Please review all the enclosed materials and complete all the necessary steps to ensure
your child or children are prepared to begin school, including fall athletic activities, some of which
begin on Monday, August 3.

We are now beginning the fourth year of our 2023-2028 Strategic Plan, “Deacons on the Way.” We
certainly see many objectives of the plan’s eight essential domains making a difference for the good in
our schools in Academics & Technology, Advancement & Communication, Catholic Identity,
Enrollment & Marketing, Facilities & Tech Infrastructure, Finance, Governance, and Student Life.
(Visit our website jp2schools.org to see the full plan.)

We remain committed to partnering with parents as “a community inspiring excellence through faith,
learning, and service,” and I am confident that together we will continue our good progress as
“Deacons on the Way.” In that regard, please review the enclosed summary of our updated Technology
Vision and Plan.

Parents, thank you in advance for your partnership, patience, and perseverance as we collaborate in our
mission to educate the total person in body, mind, and spirit. Christ helps us integrate and elevate all
aspects of our schools: academics, service, the arts, athletics, social events, and friendships. That
integrating love of Christ is what makes our schools such a unique gift, blessing, and treasure. Thank

you for choosing to share this treasure with your children by enrolling them in St. John Paul II Catholic
Schools.

Deacons: It’s time for another year of Catholic education—on the Way!
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Mike Hagstrom

President
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Prayer for Catholic Schools
(Used with permission from the University of Notre Dame’s “Alliance For Catholic Education”)
Preface: ... [W]e recognize that our lives and our work are totally dependent upon God. Through
prayer, we entrust to God our communities and all we do in service to Catholic schools, as we

share Mary's conviction:

"Nothing will be impossible for God" (Luke 1:37).

Our Lady of
the Presentation

Chapel

Catholic Education was established in Fargo
when the Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary opened St. Joseph’s Academy
in 1882. The sisters closed this school when they
launched St. John's Free School and Sacred Heart
College and Academy. St. John's was the forerunner
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Let us pray:
O Christ, our Teacher,

You invite Your faithful people to make disciples in Your name and to announce good news to the
poor. We thank You for the gift of Catholic schools, where

The message of Your life, death, and resurrection is proclaimed,
Christian community is experienced,

Service to our brothers and sisters is modeled,

And worship of You is cultivated.

Increase our zeal for ensuring that all children and families can benefit from a high-quality
Catholic education, and that Catholic schools grow in their ability to nurture the soul of our
nation. We ask this through the intercession of Our Lady, Mother of Catholic Schools.

Amen.

As followers of Christ, the mission of E)t. \Jolﬁn Faul ” C:atholic Sclwools is to teach the
total person }33 inspiring virtue and excellence, as taught 133 the C atholic Church.



